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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -28 are subject to examination. Claims 6, 1 5 and 24 are cancelled. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application Is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 1/17/2008 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Please refer to the following rejection for the claims. The arguments are 
addressed as part of the rejection because of the amendments to the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, publislied under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
states and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 7, 16 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Asano et al. (hereinafter Asano) (US 2002/0161918). 

Referring to claim 7, 
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Asano teaches a device-to-device authentication system for authenticating one 
or more devices on a local area network connectable to an external network via a router 
as a default .gateway, the system comprising: 

a storage unit configured to store identification information identifying a local area 
network of a first device and a local area network of a second device (Para. [0028]); and 

a unit configured to determine when the local area network of the first device and 
the local area network of the second device are the same local area network by 
comparing the identification information identifying the local area network of the first 
device to the identification information identifying the local area network of the second 
device, wherein the local area network of the first device and the local area network of 
the second device are determined to be the same local area network when the 
comparison determines the information identifying the local area network of the first 
device and the identification information identifying the local area network of the second 
device are the same; wherein the first device comprises: a unit configured to receive a 
request for access from the second device; a unit configured to permit the request when 
it is determined that the first device and the second device are on the same local area 
network; and a unit configured to refuse the request when it is not determined that the 
first device and the second device are on the same local area network. (Para. [0028], 
Note: For Asano, the Router 14 of Fig. 14 is the source of all destinations. Router as 
indicated in Fig. 19, that if the router is not the source then the packet is discarded. That 
is why the router compares the destination address to it's own address which is the 
source address). 
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Referring to claim 16, 

Claim 16 is a claim to a method carried out by the system of claim 7. Therefore, 
claim 16 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 7. 
Referring to claim 25, 

Claim 25 is a claim to a communication apparatus of the system of claim 7. 
Therefore, claim 25 is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 7. 

ALLOWABLE SUBJECT MATTER 

Claims, except 7, 16 and 25, are objected but would be allowable if rewritten in 
the form complying with the 35 USC § 112, second paragraph. Claims except 7, 16 and 
25, incorporate the phrase "a source media control access address". Examiner objects 
these claims based on the interpretation of this phrase as being the "media control 
access address" of a default gateway and the determination of "local area network is 
taking place at the "first device", that is the location of " a local environment 
management unit." 

The objected claims are unclear as to where the determination is taking place. 
Please advise. 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses. 
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to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ASHOK B. PATEL whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Ashok B. Patel/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2456 



